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had been nullified by the death of Gracchus and Hannibal's
bold march, they might very naturally have raised the siege.
They, however, did nothing of the kind, but returned to their
work as soon as they had lured Hannibal away, and this they
continued with equal heart after the folly of Centenius and
the cowardice of Fulvius had lost them a second and a third
army. We shall see them hold to their quarry under yet
more trying circumstances.

Hannibal's year had been less successful than the last. To
be sure he had destroyed three of the Eoman armies. But
Eome could bear this loss. His gain at Tarentum, after his
entire year's work, had been next to nothing, owing to the
persistent holding of the citadel by the Eoman garrison.
He had been lured away from Capua by Appius, and it was
no equivalent that the Eomans had lost two armies as well as
their footing in Apulia and Lucania. On the whole, the Eo-
mans again had the best of it in Italy.

We left Marcellus blockading the land side and the port of
Syracuse, and raiding in the interior. After Appius Clau-
dius had been elected consul, Marcellus single-handed con-
tinued the siege, which for many months resisted all efforts.
The Carthaginians sent an army to Sicily, and the Syracusans
sent one out of the city to join it. Marcellus' position threat-
ened to become difficult. But during a certain festival which
had lured some of the garrison from their posts, the Eomans
escaladed the walls and got into the city proper. From their
position they managed to isolate the Euryalus, or fort on the
western extremity of the walls. The allied armies now ap-
proached, and, in connection with a sortie of the garrison,
tried to raise the siege. But Marcellus held his own; nor
was the Punic fleet more fortunate. A pestilence attacked
the allies, who were camped on low ground along the Anapus,
while Marcellus in the suburbs was well placed. Finally thearht have beenly it was decided that Appius Claudius should remaininto thonibal's army that thenceforth it was no longer
